2 Samuel 7:18

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he
said, Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou
hast brought me hitherto?

Analysis

Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am 1,
O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?

This verse contributes to the narrative of Davidic Covenant, emphasizing eternal
promises, Messianic hope. The Davidic Covenant represents one of Scripture's
most significant theological developments, promising an eternal dynasty
culminating in Messiah. The Hebrew bayit (n1a, 'house') functions as wordplay—
David wanted to build God a house (temple), but God promises to build David a
house (dynasty). Cross-references to Psalm 89, 2 Samuel 23:5, and New Testament
passages (Luke 1:32-33, Acts 2:30) demonstrate this covenant's centrality to
redemptive history.

Historical Context

The historical setting of 2 Samuel 7 occurs during David's reign (circa 1010-970
BCE) over Israel's united monarchy. Archaeological discoveries, including the Tel
Dan inscription mentioning the 'House of David,' corroborate biblical historicity.
Ancient Near Eastern customs regarding eternal promises, Messianic hope provide
crucial background. The geopolitical situation involved regional powers—
Philistines, Ammonites, Arameans, Moabites, Edomites—as David consolidated and
expanded Israel's territory. Cultural practices concerning kingship, warfare,

covenant relationships, family dynamics, and religious observance differed



significantly from modern Western contexts, requiring careful attention to avoid

anachronistic

applicable across cultures and eras.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works

interpretation while extracting timeless theological principles

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith

Study Questions

1. How does this passage deepen your understanding of eternal promises,

Messianic hope?

2. What does this verse reveal about God's character, and how should that

shape your worship and obedience?

3. In what specific ways can you apply this truth to your current circumstances

and relationships this week?
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 8:4 (Parallel theme): What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the

son of man, that thou visitest him?

1 Chronicles 17:16 (Kingdom): And David the king came and sat before the
LORD, and said, Who am I, O LORD God, and what is mine house, that thou hast
brought me hitherto?

1 Samuel 18:18 (Kingdom): And David said unto Saul, Who am I? and what is my
life, or my father's family in Israel, that I should be son in law to the king?

Genesis 32:10 (Parallel theme): I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I
passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.

Exodus 3:11 (References God): And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should
go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

1 Samuel 15:17 (Kingdom): And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own
sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed

thee king over Israel?

Ephesians 3:8 (Parallel theme): Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints,
is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ;

Judges 6:15 (References Lord): And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith
shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my
father's house.

1 Samuel 9:21 (Parallel theme): And Saul answered and said, Am not I a
Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the
families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so to me?

Isaiah 37:14 (References Lord): And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand
of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD,
and spread it before the LORD.
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